
Development Committee
Westside Library Park



Background
• Land purchased by 

Library in 2022 for 
permanent 
westside library 
location

• “A park in a library 
and a library in a 
park” vision

• Concept planning 
for park 
component
• Approximately 6 

acres

PARK AREA



Background
• Joint project between Parks and Recreation, Community 

Development, and Library
• City awarded contract to Genus Landscape Architects 

• Subcontractor with OPN on Library portion of project



• Known desire for 
additional park space 
and amenities such as a 
water feature, dog 
park, community 
garden, walking trails, 
and space for youth 
activities
• Westdale Area Action 

Plan
• Community Gardens in 

Parks Plan

Previous Planning Efforts



• Community Events
• Back to School Bash
• Backpack Giveaway (Westdale Neighborhood Association)
• Festival Latino 
• AsianFest
• County Fair at Old MacDonalds Farm
• Beers in the Barnyard Event
• City Open House

• Neighborhood Association meetings
• Hames Homes Food Pantry
• Online Survey
• Open Houses

Community Engagement



Amenity Preferences
Back to School Events
1. Water feature
2. Sport fields/courts
3. Hangout/reading 

spot
4. Ice rink
5. Dog park

County Fair
• Open space
• Monkey Bars
• Ninja warrior course
• Trail to get to library
• Splash pad
• Dog park
• Rock wall 



Survey
• Focused on understanding preferred precedents and desired 

character for various park features/amenities
• Open September 21 to October 12
• Promoted through:

• City communication channels and facilities
• Neighborhood Associations
• Other community organizations / events

• 254 total responses



Survey Results



Survey Results



Survey Results



General Feedback
• Accessible (all ages and abilities)
• Natural design, shade / trees
• Appreciation, excitement

• Concerns
• Vandalism, homelessness, cost, maintenance



Important Considerations
• Support culturally relevant and responsive programming
• Promote learning, exploration, and discovery for all
• Provide flexible, multi-functional spaces
• Leave room for nature



Concept Plan Iterations



Final Concept Plan 



Perspective Rendering
Aerial view of Park looking Northeast.



Perspective Renderings

12/19/2023

View of multi-use sport courts and flex lawn looking East.

View of natural water play feature looking West.

View into Park from the children’s area of the Library looking North.



Presented by:
Noah Zeker
Planner 
n.zeker@cedar-rapids.org
319-286-5045

Mitch Ahrendsen
Parks Superintendent
m.ahrendsen@cedar-rapids.org
319-286-5768

Project Timeline
• Community Engagement August to October 2023
• Draft Park Plan Developed November 2023
• Final Park Plan Open House November 2023
• Final Park Plan Presentation

• Development Committee December 2023
• City Council Spring 2024
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